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CHAPTER-1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 PRIMARY EDUCATION  

         Primary education constitutes a very vital part in the entire structure of 

educational program. In this stage the child starts going to a formal institution and 

his formal education starts. It means that the child comes directly from home to 

primary school and has many adjustments to make primary education is that 

education which is given between 6 to 11 years age. The education which he/she 

receives there provides the foundation of his physical, mental, emotional, 

intellectual, social and the progressive development of his personality. The child 

gets the first lesson in discipline co –operative spirit and group feeling are 

developed during this period. At this stage the daily routine under goes a basic 

change. Primary education is often considered to be the first stage of the entire 

super structure of educational set up in India. It is the primary education when 

foundation of child‘s physical, mental, emotional, intellectual and social 

development is laid. Values and its characters are built. In India primary education 

means schooling of children in the age group of 6 – 11years comprising of classes 

from I – V. There is no denying the fact that the nation‘s strength rests on the 

sound foundation of its primary education. But it is primary education which plays 

the most significant role in laying that foundation. It is primary education which 

helps in removing mass illiteracy, thus making the most significant contribution to 

the efficient functioning of democratic institutions. India has entered 21st century 

and modernization of social structure and development of science and technology 



is a must. 

 

1.2 IMPORTANCE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION 

           Creation of a sound primary education system appears to be a basic 

component of any strategy for social, political and economic development of a 

country. In fact it is a primary education, which develops basic innate abilities of a 

person to live a full personal life as an individual and as a member of a family and 

an economically productive as a worker and a socially useful life as a citizen 

(Hoque 1975). Education at this stage moves the children into a coherent moral, 

intellectual, and effective universe (Faure 1972), creates awareness among 

them about their past and helps in developing a conception of the future. Education 

at the primary level acquires special importance and it provides an opportunity for 

capturing and nurturing talents at the early stage of growth, thereby contributing to 

the development of a national pool of ability. (Islam1975). Many studies regarding 

the role of schooling in economic development have shown that primary education 

plays a vital role in national, economic development in developed as well as 

developing countries. The education at this level has a pervasive value in reducing 

cost and in improving the productivity of the economy, as the rate of return is 

higher in this stage than in any alternativeinvestment. It would be more appropriate 

in the context of the situation in the developing countries to say that more and 

better primary schooling should be relevant to the needs and realities of life in the 

country, where the rate of illiteracy is very high and the per capita income is low. 

In a country, in which the level of economy is low if the level of schooling is 

raised substantially and rapidly, it becomes a substantial source of growth 

assuming of course, that the education provided is of the type and quality most 

relevant to development and growth of the nation. It is seen that primary education 

contribute to the productivity of the labor force, and at the same time, it creates in 



enlightened and responsible citizens. The value of primary education as an 

instrument of social change lies in its capacity to contribute towards equalization 

and expression of economic opportunities in promoting educational and social 

mobility in creating social concern and civic responsibility, inculcating cultural and 

moral values. Primary education is the basic foundation of all higher education. In 

this stage, a child first learns to read, write and do mathematical calculation. We 

can expect the future progress of our country only from a well planned 

implemented primary education. At this stage child‘s cultural, emotional, ethical, 

intellectual, moral, physical, social and spiritual development also takes place. The 

knowledge of primary education can produce a literate and numerate population 

who can deal more or less satisfactorily with their problems encountered in daily 

life and serves as a basis on which a society is to be reconstructed and further 

education planned. It can bring a positive effect on the productive capacity of a 

society according to their own ability. Primary education advances human 

capability, economic opportunity and political participation. It fructifies multiple 

dimensions of freedom from fear and want, generates selfconfidence and supports 

orientation towards future, offers coping mechanism in terms of crisis (Amartya 

Sen). Without a quantitative and adequate development of primary education, the 

process of development of the country will come to a grinding halt. It may be 

observed that most of the developed countries like U. K. Soviet Russia, USA, 

Japan have already attained a high level of schooling. It is also true that developing 

countries in general have not succeeded in their efforts to bring each and every 

child to school. However it is important to mention that most of the countries 

irrespective of their economic status and ideologies have taken the provision of 

universal primary education in the form of a constitutional guarantee. 

 

 



1.3 OBJECTIVES OF PRIMARY EDUCATION 

The regional meeting of representatives of Asian Members states on primary and 

compulsory Education held at Karachi in December 1959 and January 1960 

suggested that the objectives of primary education should be;    

 a) To give an adequate mastery over the basic tools of learning. 

 b) To bring about a harmonious development of the children‘ s personality 

by providing for his physical, intellectual, social, emotional, aesthetic, moral, and 

spiritual needs, 

 c) To prepare children for good citizenship, to develop in terms a love for 

their country. Its traditions and its culture and to inspire it them a sense of service 

and loyalty. 

 d) To develop international understanding and the spirit of universal 

brotherhood. 

 e) To inculcate a scientific attitude. 

 f) To inculcate a sense of the dignity of labor and 

 g) To prepare children for life through the provision of worthwhile practical 

activities and experiences including work experiences 

 

1.4 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF PRIMARY EDUCATION --INDIAN 

CONTEX 

    B  Today most of the countries of the world require students to attend school for 

a number of years. School learning age varies in many countries. There are 

numerous cultural economical, geographical,  

educational, social, religious and political barriers to the enactment and 

enforcement of compulsory education laws in many countries.Primary schooling 

starts at 6 years of age in Europe and the United States, at 5 years in the United 

Kingdom (currently 4 + in some cases), end at 8 years, after very efficient 



kindergarten in the Soviet union. There is much diversity in its duration, some 

countries ( USA, UK, France, Australia) making clear breaks in provision and 

organization at about puberty, when secondary or high school starts, some like 

Portugal until 1979/80 employing a largely single grade school system from ages 6 

to 12 years.In India, the desire for compulsory education figured in the writing and 

speeches of our leaders from about 1840. In 1882 witnesses before the Hunter 

commission vainly asked for the introduction of compulsory education and in 1912 

Gokhale boldly brought a bill for compulsory education only to be thrown out. It 

was only after the Independence that it become possible to insert Article 45 in the 

Indian Constitution stating ―the State shall endeavor to provide free and 

compulsory education for all children up to the age of fourteen years within ten 

years from the date on which the constitution comes into force‖ Primary stage of 

education has been visualized in two segments with inherent internal continuity. 

The first segment comprises classes I and II, where children and just introduction 

to formal teaching and are at stages of development, which requires a smooth 

transition from informal and non formal environment to a formal one. The second 

segment consists of classes III – V where in the children get prepared to 

understand the environment and learn in a systematic way. The scheme of studies 

for these two segments is below: 

A)  CLASSES I & II 

a)  One language the mother tongue / the regional languages. 

b) Mathematics  

c) Art of healthy and productive living 

Experiences to be provided in areas (a) & (b) will constriction an integrated whole 

taking into its fold, the nature and the man made environment. Teaching and 

learning of languages and mathematics would be woven around the environment of 

the learners and integrated environmental concerns as well.Experiences to be 



provided for art of healthy and productive living will further contribute toward all 

round development of the personality of the child. These will be organized keeping 

child in central focus involving students in activities commensurate with their 

developmental stages. Activities related to health will get a prominent place so that 

children acquire necessary skills, attitudes and habits to kept themselves healthy 

and participate in games and sports suitable for their age. Children will be initiated 

into preliminary yogic exercises and will be exposed to various soothing 

experiences in the field of music, drama, drawing and painting and clay modeling. 

In organizing these activities local facts may be given due importance. They will 

be encourage to participate in creative activities such as free hand drawing and 

painting. Besides, this, children will be involved in the activities related to work 

education so as to enable them to be free from inhibitions and live work. For value 

in collection stories anecdotes would play an effective role. These will also 

generate and strengthen the element of curiosity, imagination and a sense of 

wonder. All the experiences will need to be presented in an integrated manner for 

which themes will be identified and teachers will make use of locally available 

resources and harness community support whenever necessary. 

B. CLASSES III TO V 

 

 a) One language – the mother tongue / the regional language. 

 b) Mathematics  

 c) Environmental Studies  

 d) Art of healthy and productive living 

Children will be provided with experiences to help their socio-emotional and 

cultural development with a realistic awareness and perception of the phenomena 

occurring in the environment. Emphasizing observation, classification, comparison 

and drawing of inferences through activities conducted within and outside the 



classroom may accomplish this. The integrated approach would be most suitable to 

achieve the desired objectives. The experiences gained earlier will be further 

strengthened by ensuring participation of all children in the activities related to 

music, dance, drama, drawing and painting, health and physical education, games 

and sports, yoga and productive work. Integrated approach will be used. Autonomy 

and flexibility incorporating the locally developed curriculum and materials will be 

encouraged concerted efforts will be made to ensure proper value orientation 

among children.It is universally accepted that primary education is the backbone of 

the whole educational system of a nation. That is why the provision of free and 

compulsory primary education for all the children until they complete the age of 14 

years is a Directive principles of the Indian constitution (Article 45). Moreover 

universalization of primary education is a top priority program of Government of 

India and every effort is being made to achieve the set target.Firstly the 

universalization of primary education was to achieve by 1960 but could not reach 

to the target. Even till today we are far away from achieving the goal of Universal 

primary education.  

 

(UEE) The New Policy on Education 1986 has given the emphasis on universal 

enrolment, universal retention and improvement in the quality of education. As 

there is a lot of diversity in India relating to languages, religions, castes and creeds, 

economic and geographical aspects. There fore the common structure of education 

has been suggested to maintain the balance and equality in education. The 

Education Commission (1964 –66) has provided the common structure of 

education (10+2+3). But after 1968 some of the states have adopted and the 

remaining states are in the process of adapting this structure. Further NPE 1986 

again emphasized the common educational structure in which ten years of 

schooling comprises five yrs of primary, three yrs of upper primary, and two yrs of 



secondary education. In view of the linguistic, religious, cultural, economical, and 

geographical diversities. It is suggested that let there be National Curriculum 

Framework, which will meet up the problems of all these variations in the country. 

The National Curriculum Framework which will meet up the problems of all these 

variations in the country. The National Curriculum Framework goes in tune with 

national goals of education. It is developed at the national level by keeping in mind 

resent and future situations of the country and the flexibility has been provided to 

the states to devise their own  curriculum for primary stage, but the core elements 

of the national curriculum must be incorporated. The salient features of national 

curriculum for the primary stages are as under development of human resources for 

the realization of the national goals of development Broad based general education 

to all learners at the primary stages,A common scheme of studies for primary 

stages, The common core elements are India‘s freedom movement, national 

identity, India‘s common cultural heritage, egalitarianism, democracy secularism, 

equality of sexes, protection of the environment, removal of social barriers, 

observance of small family norm, and inculcation of scientific temper. Defining 

Minimum Learning outcomes for each area of learning at all stages of education. 

Provision of flexibility in the selection of content / component and learning 

experiences, which will facilitate the attainment of a minimum level of learning 

outcomes. Child centered and activity based process transaction of the curriculum. 

Recasting the examination system and introducing continuous and comprehensive 

system of evaluation. In view of the above stated salient features it is marked that 

the national curriculum centers on certain  learning outcome, which are common 

for all learners. It also provides the basic uniformity to the expected attainments of 

learners and standard throughout the country .This curriculum enables the learners 

to horizontal and vertical mobility and works with idea of flexibility in respect of 



content, approaches of teaching. As per the curriculum scheme of studies is as 

under:- 

LOWER PRIMARY STAGE; (6—11 yrs):- This stage is mean for class—I to 

V and following subject are taught. 

        (I) Languages 

      (ii) Environmental Studies  

      ( iii) Mathematics  

(iv) Art education  

      ( v) Health and physical education. 

There are several provisions to make the primary education effective and 

qualitative in nature and those are universal provisions of facilities, efforts for 

enrolment and retention, Operation Blackboard scheme, Non formal Education etc. 

in spite of all these efforts the fundamental problem of our educational system is 

that we are far away from the target. 

 

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION 

One important characteristics of democracy is that it requires an educated and 

enlightened society for its effective functioning. The government of India realizes 

that faster pace of socio-economic development, using modern means of 

production, transportation and communication, cannot be achieved unless common 

masses are able to benefit from scientific and technological advancement for which 

the prerequisite condition is that a common man should enlightened enough to take 

advantage of new discoveries and inventions. In order to achieve this goal at least 

two conditions are to be met. First, primary education of a reasonably good quality 

must be provided for all children in the age group 6-14 years. Second, the entire 

society must be made functionally literate for which program of liquidation of 

illiteracy among adults should be taken up on a priority basis. These two areas of 



development – compulsory primary education and full literacy, constitute the 

essence of Education For All (EFA) . After achieving independence in 1947, 

provisions for education of the masses were introduced in the constitution of India 

which was enforced on January 26, 1950. The erstwhile Article -45 of the 

constitution provided for free and compulsory education for all children in the age 

group of 6-14 years, which corresponds to the primary education of eight years 

duration from class I to VIII. The Government of India has been making 

continuous efforts to achieve the goal of ensuring free and compulsory education 

for all eligible children since independence. But the goal has remained elusive even 

after more than 65 years of sustained efforts, though considerable progress has 

been made. The purpose of this article is to highlight some of the major problems 

and issues related to access, quality, equity and relevance of primary education 

which require immediate attention. 

 

 

1.6 UNIVERSALISATION OF PRIMARY EDUCATION. 

UEE means making education available to all children in the age group of 6-14 

years. Universalisation of Elementary Education or compulsory primary education 

implies three aspects— 

 (a) Universalisation of provision of schools  within the walking                         

         distance of the child. 

(b) Universalisation of enrolment of all children in the age group 6-14yrs.  

(c) Universalisation of education of all children meaning thereby that once a child 

joins in a primary school at the age of 6 yrs he/she should continue till he/she 

completes education up to class-VIII. 

 As per Indian constitution, the country is committed to provide free and 

compulsory education to all children up to the age of 14. This commitment has 



been reiterated in all the official documents during the past six decades. Efforts 

have been made to provide universal access to education including emphasis on 

universal enrolment and universal retention to arrest the dropout of children from 

schools. The initiative of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is an important step in this 

direction. All this would require the allocation of a higher portion of GDP to the 

education sector. The developed countries have already reached the stage where 

they normally allocate an 10% of their GDP as governments spending for 

education . Equality of the opportunity of access to education is necessary if more 

women are to become the agents of change. There fore, education of women is an 

important key to improving health, nutrition and education in the family, and also 

empowering them to participate in decision making. Investment both in formal and 

non –formal education of young children in general and of the girl child in 

particular is expected to yield exceptionally high social and developmental returns. 

In order to achieve the mission of universal elementary education, alternative 

systems, besides the formal school structure, may be promoted, because the 

education system needs to adapt itself to the requirement of the young learner. 

Reaching the still un- reached, therefore, emerges as a major concern. It will 

require designing and developing new modules and delivery systems that would 

suit the needs of specific group so as to ensure relevant and high quality basic 

education for every learner. Initial education meant for all, will comprise essential 

life skills and the potential for meeting the basic learning needs of all. It becomes 

an important concern of primary education, alternative systems, besides the formal 

school structure, may be promoted, because the education system needs to adapt 

itself to the requirements of the young learner. It will have implications for 

curriculum in terms of the identification of basic learning needs, making provision 

for the minimum essential facilities, and providing for competent and qualified 

teachers who can ensure proper transaction of the curriculum to help children grow 



in a multidimensional manner. While there would be some identified competencies 

of universal nature to be acquired by all children, there would always remain scope 

for some competencies identified separately for varying contexts to meet the local 

specific challenges of life. Parental education and community involvement toward 

achieving the goals of UEE would be a matter of concern for curriculum framers, 

planners and administrators and for all those concerned with the quality of 

education at the primary stage. Since the involvement of the Panchayati Raj 

Institution in primary education has been ensured through a constitutional 

amendment, it should be desirable to get it streamlined and properly operational. 

Thus proper planning and its effective implementation is the soul of achieving 

quality education for the entire most cherished goal of UEE. Children at the 

primary stage need to be equipped with proper attitudes and values along with 

necessary skills. To help them emerge as social human beings capable of 

contributing for themselves and the society at large and learning through out life. 

While concerted efforts for this would need to be made in all academic areas, the 

issues of UEE will require a solid and unshakable politico administrative will to 

achieve this goal. Valuable experiences gained in the late eighties while pursuing 

UEE has let to the formulation of potentially powerful strategies with inclusive 

thrust and program with new dimensions. In the process of evolving effective 

strategies for UEE, the following factors were recognized:-  

1) Target setting needs to be comprehensively specified in terms of access, 

participation and learners achievement. 

2) National and State targets are not specific enough, and that disaggregated targets 

need to be set for each district, block and villages. 

3) Within each area specific units of planning targets should be set separately for 

girls and disadvantaged groups. 

4) Ideally the targets should emanate from the grassroots. 



1.7 IMPORTANT GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE IN PRIMARY 

EDUCATION: 

         A large number of initiatives were attempted by the central and state 

government as well as by several NGO in the area of elementary education since 

1986. Some of these were centrally sponsored scheme (CSS), while some others 

were partially funded by external agencies. These initiatives resulted in substantial 

improvement in access enrollment, retention and participation of children in 

elementary education. Some of the important initiatives under taken under access 

and retention are discussed here. 

 

Central Government Initiatives  

Some of the major Central Govt. initiatives profiled in this section are – 

 (i) Operation BlackBoard (OBB). 

 (ii) District Primary Education Programme (DPEP). 

 (iii) District Information System for Education (DISE). 

 (iv) Mid- Day Meal Scheme (MDMS). 

 (v) The Mahila Samakhya (MS). 

 (vi) Minimum levels of Learning (MLL). 

 vii) Sarba Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 

 (viii) Right To Education Act 2009. 

 

1.8 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is an effort to universalize primary education by 

community –ownership to the school system. It is a response to the demand for 

quality elementary education all over the country. The SSA program is also an 

attempt to provide an opportunity for improving human capabilities to all children, 

through provision of community- owned quality education in a mission mode. 



Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan has been operational since 2000---01 to provide for a 

variety of interventions for universal access and retention, bridging of gender and 

social category gaps in primary education and improving the quality of learning. 

The SSA is Government of India‘s flagship program for achievement of 

Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) in a time bound manner, as 

mandated by 86 th amendment to the constitution of India making free and 

compulsory Education to the Children of 6—14 years age groups, a Fundamental 

Right. SSA is being implemented in partnership with State Governments to cover 

the entire country. The programme seeks to open new schools in those habitations 

which do not have schooling facilities and strengthen existing school infrastructure 

through provision of additional classrooms, toilets, drinking water, maintenance 

grant and school improvement grants. Existing schools with inadequate teacher 

strength are provided with additional teachers, while the capacity of existing 

teachers is being strengthened by extensive training, grants for developing teaching 

learning materials and strengthening of the academic support structure at a cluster, 

block and district level. SSA has a special focus on girl‘s education and children 

with special needs. SSA also seeks to provide computer education to bridge the 

digital divide. It was designed programs including DPEP, Shiksha Karmi and Lok 

jumbish. It incorporated several kinds of intervention in the elementary education 

sector and was intended to be an umbrella program. 

1.9 Some main features of SSA is as under: 

          1.9.1 Promotion of Girl’s Education: - SSA promotes girl‘s education to 

equalize educational opportunities and eliminate gender disparities. A two pronged 

strategy is adopted for the promotion of girls education, namely to make education 

system responsive to the needs of girls and simultaneously to generate a 

community demand for girls education. Special effort is also made to bring out of 

school girls, especially girls from the disadvantaged sections to school. Girl 



education has received primacy. 

  1.9.2 Convergence: - The SSA is conceived as an umbrella program which 

subsumed all the on going projects, program and schemes aimed at developing 

basic education. A convergent approach helped overcome the problems of 

coordination between intra sectors and inter sector program initiative and at the 

same time facilitated effective planning, implementation, monitoring and 

evaluation of the program. 

   1.9.3 Accountability to community: - The SSA envisages cooperation 

between teachers, parents and PRI as well as accountability and transparency. 

    1.9.4 Focus on Quality and Relevance: - The SSA lays special thrust on 

making education at elementary level useful and relevant for children through 

curriculum revision; introduction of child-centric teaching –learning methods, 

empowerment and value education. 

    1.9.5 Special Focus Groups:--SSA lays a special focus on the children of 

disadvantaged special groups (SC, ST, OBC & Minority communities). SSA 

targets geographical areas in districts and blocks with predominance of SC, ST, 

OBC and Minority population in the matter of allocation of funds and school 

infrastructure to promote education of those who have been deprived of 

educational facilities so far, 399 such districts have been identified as special focus 

districts for targeted interventions under SSA, which include 61 districts with high 

SC population, 109 districts with high ST population, 88 districts with high 

Muslim population and over 3000 blocks with low female literacy and highest 

gender gap called Educationally Backward Blocks have also been identified to 

focus on girl‘s education. 

  1.9.6 Inclusive Education:- The key objective of SSA is 

Universalisation of Elementary Education (UEE) . Three important aspect of UEE 

are access, enrolment and retention of all children in 6—14 years of age. A zero 



rejection policy has been adopted under SSA, which ensures that every child with 

special needs, irrespective of the kind, category and degree of disability, is 

provided meaningful and quality education. 

 

1.10 Goals and objectives of SSA. 

SSA originally sought to achieve the following goals:-             

a) Provision of access to all children in the age group  of 6–14years through formal 

primary school or alternatives delivery means by 200 

b) Completion of primary education of all children by 2007. 

c) Completion of eight years of elementary education of all children by 2010. 

d) Provision of education of satisfactory quality for all by 2010. 

e) Universal retention by 2010. 

Since some of these objectives could not be achieved within the prescribed time 

frame, the state revised them from time to time. 

 

1.11 Focus areas of SSA 

The focus of the SSA program is as follow:- 

a) Out of school children. 

b) SC, ST, minorities and other deprived classes.    

c) Education of girls and children with disability. 

d) Ensuring smooth transition from primary to upper primary stage. 

e) Ensuring adequate learning achievement. 

f) Improving the performance of the school system through a community 

owned approach with specific focus on the provision of quality education. 

g) Bridging gender and social gaps by 2010. 

 

 



1.12 Programmes under SSA 

In order to realized the objectives of SSA, 10 major interventions and 104 

programmeactivities within these interventions were designed. Some of the 

important interventions are detailed below. 

 

1.12.1 In – Service Teacher Training 

A 20 day in – service training for all teachers every year, a 60 day refresher course 

for / untrained teachers already employed as teachers, a 30 day orientation for 

freshly recruited teachers were SSA norms for teacher training. On an average 

77 % of teachers receive the in service training every year. A few states like 

Tripura and Chhattishgarh collaborated with IGNOU to develop distance education 

modules to clear the backlog of untrained teachers. 

 

1.12.2 Inclusive Education for children with special Needs 

         SSA aimed at ensuring that all children with special needs were provided 

education in an appropriate environment. Accordingly it adopted a zero rejection 

policy and implemented a multi option model for them. This included main 

streaming in regular schools, provision of AIE / EGS centers or home based 

education. Flexibility was also accorded for adopting suitable alternative 

approaches wherever necessary. This was done through NGOs or through resource 

teachers. Some states like TN and Haryana had special model schools innovated 

extensively through idea like play parks at the BRC. As of 2006, about three 

million children had been identified and 183 million were enrolled. The states 

showed a variety response to the multi option model. AP and UP focused on 

innovation residential bridge courses in order to prepare the children for school. 

Other form of support included provision of assistive devices and barrier – free 

access. Many states like Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Gujrat 



converged their activities with district Disability Rehabilitation centre like Red 

Cross and Governmental corporations. The artificial limb manufacturing 

corporation of India (ALIMCo) which functions under the ministry of social justice 

and Empowerment, net 60 % cost of assistive devices and the balance was borne 

by the respective states. 

 

1.12.3 Education of Girls 

The SSA approach in making the education system responsive to the needs of girls 

had two components. The pull strategy that involves creating platforms that help 

people to reach out, find and access appropriate resources included better access to 

school including toilets for girls free uniforms and text book, back to school camps 

and bridge courses for out of school girls, residential facilities and the NPEGEL in 

3427 blocks and urban slums, recruitment of more women teachers, teacher 

training that focused on gender sensitivity, appropriate TLM and interventions like 

ECCE centre. The community dimension included creating conditions fostering 

women participations, providing women with a specific role in the management of 

School related activities and strengthening the linkages between the school and 

communities. 

1.13 Impact of SSA 

The implementation of SSA leads to significant achievement in the  

field of elementary children who were left out of the schooling process. School 

infrastructure improved. There was qualitative enhancement of teaching methods 

and in learning out comes. As per published reports of Government of India, there 

is significant achievement in areas i.e. the number of out of school children 

dropped from 23 million in 2003 – 04 to 9.5 million by 2005 - 06. Dropout rates at 

the primary level stood at about 12 % and 190 out of the 400 districts showed 

declining drop out trends.The gender gap in enrollment stood at 4.2 % at the 



primary level and 8.8 % at the upper primary level. In 2005 – 06 there were only 

22 districts with a gender gap of more than 10 %. At the upper primary stage, 

however there were 82 districts with a gap of more then 15 % and 50 with a gap of 

more than 20 %. The percentage level (2004 – 05) was also greater than that of 

proportion of their population, while the SCconstituted 20.73 % against a total 

population share 16.2 %. The ST stood at 10.69 % against a population share of 

8.2 %. Over 400,000 additional teachers were recruited across the country under 

SSA till oct 2005. More than 73000 academic resource centers established at the 

block and cluster levels to provide academic support to primary and upper primary 

teachers. All teachers were provided grants for developing TLM, leading to 

improved teaching learning methods and learning out comes. A majority of 

teachers received in service training, free text books were distributed to all girls 

and children belonging to SC and ST. In addition to maintenance grants, annual 

grants to improve infrastructure were provided to schools leading to visible and 

concrete benefits. However, Achievement levels continued to be low as per 

NCERT and ASER survey assessment. Quality of education, provided by the non 

formal systems, especially in disadvantages regions, remained a big question 

mark.Never the less, the trend of out comes except in the area of learning 

achievement were indeed encouraging. A part from the significant impact of 

national policies and guidelines, individual states made their own choice of 

activities that needed to be introduced. Another positive feature of these  

interventions was that they were fairly large in scale and were implemented quite 

effectively. They also revealed a high degree of involvement of the SSA 

functionaries at the sub – district levels. 

1.14 Objective of the study is 

a) Facilities provided by Sarva Siksha Abhiyan to the primary schools amguri 

development block.  



1.15 Delimitation of the study are 

a) The investigator delimits his study on amguri development block only.  

b) The investigator delimits his study on Govt schools of amguri development 

block only.  

1.16 Operational definition of the terms used 

a) Primary education :- Primary education constitutes a very vital part in 

the entire structure of educational program. In this stage the child starts 

going to a formal institution and his formal education starts. It means that 

the child comes directly from home to primary school and has many 

adjustments to make primary education is that education which is given 

between 6 to 11 years age. The education which he/she receives there 

provides the foundation of his physical, mental, emotional, intellectual, 

social and the progressive development of his pepepersonality.  

b) Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) :-Sarva Siksha Abhiyan  is a 

scheme of central development of primary  schools which was 

started in 2001 

c) Facilities -  in this study facilities means different facilities provided by 

Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) To primary schools of amguri development 

block.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter-2 

Review of related literature 

 
Konwar (2003) outlined some of the issues and concerns of Elementary education 

of North-Eastern (NE) states in relation to SSA. National Council of Applied 

Economic Research, India conducted the research on deployment and competence 

of teachers to assess the performance and professional competence and to find out 

how they were recruited, their job satisfaction, their training needs, the problems 

they face and the kind of support they require for functioning effectively.  

 A study conducted by Indian Institute of Management, Ahmadabad in 2006 

revealed that SSA had been useful in bringing up Scheduled Cast (SC) and 

Scheduled Tribe (ST)towards Universalization of Elementary education into the 

educational mainstream.  

 

 Sharma (2007), in his study on “Impact of implementation of Sarva Shiksha 

Aviyan Programme on improving the educational scenario of the tea-tribes of 

Assam” revealed that after launching of SSA an increasing trend in enrolment in 

class I was noticed. Study revealed that the impact of SSA on improvement of 

educational scenario of the tea tribes is quite positive and encouraging.  

 Kundu (1995), in his study on the “physical conditions of the primary schools of 

greater Guwahati” found that physical facilities of primary schools of sample area 

were found to be pitiable. Some of the schools had no partition walls. 80% schools 

were without playground and 20% had no urinals. 35% had no drinking water 

facility 

 



 Thakuria (1996) in his study on “problems of primary education under West 

Guwahati area”. In the study he found that faulty location of schools, lack of 

proper boundary walls, absence of drinking water facility and library, insufficient 

teaching-learning materials, lack of qualified and trained teachers put up a negative 

picture of development in primary education under sample area. 

 

 Aggarwal (2001) reported that among the school infrastructure a school with 

boundary wall is considered safe and desirable. Over the years the proportion of 

schools having boundary wall has increased in all states. There are very few 

schools with boundary walls in the states of Assam, West-Bengal, Himachal 

Pradesh and Bihar. He also reported that availability of facilities does not mean 

that all such facilities are fully operational and in use. There are many instances 

when the toilets, drinking water facilities exist but are in unusable condition due to 

various factors.  

 

Singh (2005) highlighted some of the critical issues like lack of drinking water, 

classroom and toilet facility for girl students which had negative effect on 

increasing drop out girl student in India.  

  

Todd (2008) reported the positive role of SSA in improving the infrastructure of 

the schools and child’s education in India.  

 

 The investigator reviewed the work done by Revathy (2008), on “organizational 

culture of schools.” In his study it was suggested that infrastructural facilities and 

resources need to be improved, including furniture, grant for maintenance, 

whitewash and repair, water facilities.  



 Bosumatary (2012) reported that SSA proposes to provide funds for the renewal of 

school equipments which is otherwise not covered by any other schemes.   

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter-3 

Methodology 

 

        Methodology is the study of research methods, or, more formally, "'a 

contextual framework for research, a coherent and logical scheme based on views, 

beliefs, and values, that guides the choices researchers make" It comprises the 

theoretical analysis of the body of methods and principles associated with a branch 

of knowledge such that the methodologies employed from differing disciplines 

vary depending on their historical development. This creates a continuum of 

methodologies that stretch across competing understandings of how knowledge 

and reality are best understood. This situates methodologies within overarching 

philosophies and approaches.  

          Methodology may be visualized as a spectrum from a predominantly 

quantitative approach towards a predominantly qualitative approach. Although a 

methodology may conventionally sit specifically within one of these approaches, 

researchers may blend approaches in answering their research objectives and so 

have methodologies that are multi method and/or interdisciplinary.  

         In general, a methodology proposes to provide solutions - therefore, the same 

as a method. Instead, a methodology offers a theoretical perspective for 

understanding which method, set of methods, or best practices can be applied to 

the research question(s) at hand. 

 

3.2Source of data collection  

The required data for the study was Collected from both primary and Secondary  

Sources. In case of generation of primary data, we have taken form 10 School's 

from urban and rural areass of Anguri Developmental block of Sivasagar district 

were randomly selected. Stucture interview and data Collection Questionnaire 



were constructed along with informal discussion with students for the data 

collection. 

           Secondary data was collected from different governmental publication, 

books, Jarmales, e-Journals and reports of different NGO's. The Collected data was 

processed and tabulated. All the relevant statistical tools like mean, percentage, 

average etc have been used to analyse the data. 

 

     3.3 Population: 

All the students of the primary school of Amguri Sivasgar District were regarded 

on the population of the study . 

              

      3.4      Sample: 

There are many primary school in Amguri Region including Government. But the 

researcher selected only 10 schools for data collection. Total number of 10 students 

were selected by using purposive random sampling method. 

 

          3.5 Field of Study: 

This study has been conducted among the primary school students of 10 schools 

under Amguri Region , Dist: Sivasagar of Assam . 

 

          3.6  Tools and Techniques of DATA collection: 

         The principle tools adopted for the collecting primary data in this study were 

the interview schedules used for interview were the selected respondent(student) 

was interviewed .The interview schedule comprised of both closed and open ended 

questions. In addiction to the interview schedule , personal observation , informal 

discussion were used to supplement the need based data required for the study. 

    



          

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter-4 

Analysis and interpretation on the condition of the school 

 

          Primary school stage is the foundation of schooling through formal way This 

education started from 5 to 6 to 10 to 11. This is called primary stage of education 

in the sense that the child is formally introduced in disciplinary rules of education 

which is socially recognized 

       For a men or women it is the minimum standard of education. If an individual 

successfully completed this four years education formally he/she is a literate 

person. And that is the reason for which much importance has given at this stage as 

children came out side from the boundaries of their house for the first time. Beside 

that in his stage they are very much physical and mentally different to one and 

another. 

         At this stage much motivation is needed so condition of school must be 

developed, planned and constructed according to the psychology of children. So, in 

our study we are taking considerations different conditions of primary stage such 

as condition of school building, condition of classroom, library facilities, co-

curricular activities, time table, sanitation and other facilities, provision of 

supervision and inspection etc.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



1,Whether the School environment is cleaned or not?   

      

Table No.1 : Cleanliness of the school 

 Source: Field study 

Now appears in table-1 that 10(100%) out of 10 school's environment is 

cleaned. So, we can conclude that majority of the schools are clean.    

  

2.  whether school has waste management system?  

     Table-2    

Source: Field  Study  

  

 

No of 

School

s  

1st 2nd 3rd 4th  5th  6th  7th  8th  9th 10th Total  % 

Yes ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔ 10 10

0% 

No           0 0 

No of 

School  

1st 2nd  3rd  4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th Total  % 

Dustbin   ✔  ✔    ✔   ✔  ✔  ✔  6 60% 

Drainage 

system  

✔    ✔  ✔   ✔     4 40% 

Van 

provided by 

municipality  

            



 

     It is seen in table-2 that 5 schools (50%) out of 10 schools used dustbin to throw 

the garbage, 5(50%) schools  using their own well drainage system to throw the 

garbage and there are schools that using garbage collector truck provided. So we 

can conclude that some of the schools using dustbin and others using drainage 

system to throw the garbage.  

 

3.is pure drinking water available to the extent that it is available or not?  

 

Table-3: Pure drinking water facilities  

Source :Field study   

      

It is seen in table-3 that 7(70%) out of 10 schools has available pure drinking water 

facilities and other do not have pure drinking water facilities available in the school 

(30%). So, we can conclude that majority of the schools has pure drinking water 

available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No of 

Schools 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  7th 8th 9th 10th  Total  % 

Yes ✔ ✔  ✔   ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  7 70% 

No    ✔  ✔     ✔   3 30 % 



 
 

4. How  water provided for the students? 

     Table-4 

     

Source: Field study  

 

From the table-4 we can see that  7 (70%) out of 10 schools using sand filter for 

the water. 2(20%) schools out of 10 schools students carry water from home, 

1(10%) school out of 10 schools using water provided by municipality.  No school 

provided mineral water to the students. So we can conclude that majority of the 

schools using sand filter for the water.     

 

No of 

schools  

1st  2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th  8th 9th 10t

h  

Tota

l  

% 

Sand filter  ✔  ✔    ✔   ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔  7 70

% 

Water 

provided 

by 

municipali

ty  

  ✔         1 10

% 

Mineral 

water 

            

Carried 

from 

home  

   ✔   ✔      2 20

% 



 

 

5. Do students access to a basin to wash their hands? 

    Table-5: Basin for students   

Source: field study 

 

Now appears in table-5 that 6(60%) schools out of 10 schools don't have a basin 

facility to wash student's hands and 4(40%) out of 10 schools have a basin facility 

to wash student's hands. So we can conclude that majority of the schools don't have 

a basin facility.  

 

6. How the students wash their hands?  

      Table-6:  

   

Source: field study 

No of 

schools  

1st  2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  Total  % 

Yes   ✔    ✔  ✔  ✔    4 40% 

No ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔    ✔   ✔  6 60% 

No of 

schools  

1st 2nd  3rd  4th 5th  6th 7th 8th  9th 10th  Total  % 

Soap ✔  ✔   ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  9 90% 

Liquid  

Hand 

wash  

  ✔        1 10% 



 

Now appears in table-6 that 9 (90%)out of 10 schools give soap to wash student's 

hands and 1 (10%)school give liquid hand wash. So we can conclude that majority 

of the schools give soap to wash student's hands. 

  

7. Are there enough desk benches for students or not?  

Table-7: Desk Bench Facilities 

Source: field study    

 

Now appears in table - 8 that all of 10 schools have adequate desk benches 

available for all students. So we can conclude that there are enough desk benches 

available in all schools. 

           

8.Is electrification arranged in the school or not? 

Table-8: Electrification in schools 

Source: field study   

 

No of 

School 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  Total % 

Yes ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  10 100% 

No             

No of 

School  

1st 2nd  3rd  4th  5th 6th  7th  8th 9th  10th  Total % 

Yes  ✔  ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔   ✔   8 80% 

No         ✔   ✔  2 20% 



Now appears in table - 8 that 8 (80%)out of 10 schools have electricity and 2 

(20%)schools do not have the electricity facilities in it. So we can conclude that 

majority of the schools have electricity facilities.       

 

9. what kind of electrification arrangements there? 

Table-9: Electric Item available in the schools 

No of  

School  

1st  2nd  3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  Total % 

Fan   ✔         1 10% 

Light ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔   ✔  ✔   6 60% 

Both      ✔      1 10% 

Nil        ✔  ✔ 2 20% 

Source: field study  

  

Now appears in table 10 that 6 out of 10 schools have electric light facility,  one 

school have electric fan facility, 1 school have both electric fan and electric light 

facility. So we can conclude that majority of the schools have electric light facility.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



10. Is there a specially needed child in the school or not? 

                    Table 10: differently able students enrolled  

No 

of 

sch

ool 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th  10th  Total  % 

Yes X X X X X X X X X X 0 0 

No  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  10 100

% 

Source: field study  

 

Now appears in table 10 that there is no specially needed child in those 10 

schools. 

    

      

11.  Are there a toilet system or not? 

Table-11:  Toilet system in schools 

No of  

School  

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th  6th 7th 8th  9th 10th  Total % 

Yes  ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  ✔  10 100% 

No x x x x x x x x x x 0 0 

Source: field study  

 

Now appears in table 11 that all the 10 schools have a toilet system. So we can 

conclude that majority of the schools have toilet system 

 



Chapter-5 

Findings 
 

 Findings of study are  

1. Now appears in table-1 that 10(100%) out of 10 school's environment is cleaned. 

So, we can conclude that majority of the schools are clean.  

2. it is seen in table-2 that 5(50%)out of 10 schools using dustbin to throw the 

garbage, 5(50%)schools  using their own well drainage system to throw the 

garbage and there are schools that using garbage collector truck provided by So we 

can conclude that some of the schools using dustbin and others using drainage 

system to throw the garbage. 

3. It is seen in table-3 that 7(70%) out of 10 schools has available pure drinking 

water and pure drinking water is not available in 3(30%) schools. So, we can 

conclude that majority of the schools has pure drinking water available. 

4. Now appears in table-4 that 7 (70%)out of 10 schools using sand filter for the 

water. 2(20%)schools out of 10 schools students carry water from home, 1(10%) 

school out of 10 schools using water provided by municipality & No school 

provided minaral water to the students. So we can conclude that majority of the 

schools using sand filter for the water. 

5. Now appears in table-5 that 6(60%)schools out of 10 schools don't have a basin 

facility to wash student's hands and 4(40%) out of 10 schools have a basin facility 

to wash student's hands. So we can conclude that majority of the schools don't have 

a basin facility.  

6. Now appears in table-6 that 9 (90%)out of 10 schools give soap to wash 

student's hands and 1 (10%)school give liquid hand wash. So we can conclude that 

majority of the schools give soap to wash student's hands. 



7. Now appears in table - 8 that all of 10 schools have adequate desk benches 

available for all students. So we can conclude that there are enough desk benches 

available in all schools. 

8. Now appears in table - 8 that 8(80%)out of 10 schools have electricity and 2 

(20%)schools have No electricity. So we can conclude that majority of the schools 

have electricity.  

9. Now appears in table 10 that 6 out of 10 schools have electric light facility,  one 

school have electric fan facility, 1 school have both electric fan and electric light 

facility. So we can conclude that majority of the schools have electric light facility. 

10. Now appears in table 10 that there is no specially needed child in those 10 

schools. 

11. Now appears in table 11 that all the 10 schools have a toilet system. So we can 

conclude that majority of the schools have toilet system 

 

Conclusion 

 

For this study the researcher collected data thorough field work in 10 schools. 

Further, for knowing the background of the surveyed schools students the 

researcher selected 20 students under Amguri area. The researcher used interview 

and enquiry widely in this study. 

             Primary education plays the significant role towards the entire education 

system. It can be considered as the base or foundation of the educational system. 

Secondary and higher education mostly depends on primary education. Many 

problems are arises in primary education. Government of India made various 

policies and programmes for the improvement and development of primary 

education. 



          So it the responsibility both from the teachers and community as well as 

parents to fulfills the basic needs and requirements of the children at primary level. 

At the age 6 to 14 years the growth and development of reflects with reference to 

physical, mental, social, spiritual and emotional etc. A teacher can lead the 

students to bring a responsible citizen with understanding the developmental 

characteristics at this stage and helps to provide opportunity to build a well 

adjusted personality throughout the life. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bibliography 

 

Aggarwal Y. “Progress towards universal access and retention.  
 Analytical Report”    Educational consultant India Limited.  New
 Delhi.2001 

 Best, J.W. and J.V. Kahn, Research in Education, New Delhi: Prentice 
 Hall of India Pvt. Ltd.   (1985).    

Bosumatary, R. “School dropout across Indian states and UTS: An  
 economic study.” International Research Journal of Social 
 Sciences, Vol. 1(4) Dec.2012. Pp.28-35 

Garrett, H.E. and R.S. Woodworth, Statistics in Psychology and  
 Education. Bombay-3   vakils, Feffer and Simons Ltd, 1982. 

Konwar, U. Primary Education in North Eastern States, Some issues and 
 concerns. Guwahati-28 Assam, India: Published by   
 Indradhanush, 2003. print 

Koul, L. Methodology of Educational Research, Naida-201301 (UP), Vikas 
 Publishing house   pvt. Ltd. 2009. 

Kundu, M. “A study of the physical Conditions of the Primary Schools of 
 Greater Guwahati.M. Ed. Dissertation, Education Department, 
 Gauhati University. 1995.” Researches in  Elementary  
 Education in Assam, A Status and Trend Report (1995-2010) Ed. 

Ministry of Human Resource Development, “Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan- A 
 Programme for Universal Elementary Education, Framework  for 
Implementation,” Department of Elementary Education &  Literacy . 

Revathy, G. “Organizational culture at SSA State project Set up,   
 Tamilnadu”.2008 CRetrieved from     
 www.ssa.tn.nic.in/docu/organisation.culture.pdf.on   2nd April 
2015. 



Singh, S. “Education cess: have schools benefitted?” Times of India, 
 Mumbai, April 6, 2005,p. 6. Retrieved from    
 http:/epaperdaily.timesofindia.com/on 12th February 2015. 

Sarmah, J. and Das, L. K. (2012). Learning Achievement Survey- A  
 Comparative Study on  Smart School and General School of 
 Assam. Department of Research and Evaluation, State Council  of 
Educational Research and Training, Assam, Guwahati,  August 2012.  

Sarma, N. “Impact of Implementation of SSA Programme of Improving the 
 Educational Scenario of the Tea-Tribes of Assam with  
 special reference to Jorhat District.Researches in   Elementary 
Education in Assam, A Status and Trend Report  (1995-2010), Eds. 
J.Sharma, M. P. Borah, L.K. Das.   Department of Research 
an.Evaluation, State Council of  Educational Research and Training 
(SCERT), Assam.      WWW.  Scertassam.in 2007 . 

Thakuria, B. “Problems of primary education under west Guwahati Area.” 
 M.A. Dissertation,   Education Department, Gauhati  
 University. 1996. 

Todd peter Alex. “Assam benefits from SSA. ANI, August 7.” 2008.  
 Retrieved from  www.online. com.on. 22nd March 2014. 

 

 


